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LEFT SEAT

Over the last year and a half Leonard Wojcik, Wayne Leydsman and I along with several other people from the

local aviation community had an opportunity to be included in a State of Utah Department of Aeronautics

sponsored Class B Airspace advisory group.  The group was assembled to make recommendations to the FAA

regarding possible changes to the Salt Lake Class B airspace.  The committee met on numerous occasions

throughout the period and the result of our meetings culminated in a proposal that was submitted to the FAA

several months ago.  Starting this month the FAA will hold three informal public airspace meetings to gain input

on the proposal that the committee submitted.  The meeting schedule is as follows:

Ogden     Salt Lake City             Provo
Wednesday 26 Jan 2011   Tuesday 1 Feb 2011                       Thursday 3 Feb 2011

Airport Conference Room   Executive Air Terminal             6:00 – 9:00 P.M.

Ogden Hinckley Airport Terminal  397 N. 2370 W.              Aviation Science Flight Center

3909 Airport Rd.    Salt Lake City, Utah             Hanger A

Ogden, Utah                   1185 Mike Jense Parkway

                    Provo, Utah

I would appreciate it if every one of our members would resolve to attend at least one of these meetings.  This is

our chance as an aviation community to make a difference in the way our local airspace is designed.  The

committee that worked on this proposal had input from the UGAA, Dept. of Aeronautics, Utah Airport Operators

Association, AOPA, Delta and Southwest Airlines, hang glider and soaring representatives, U.S. Air Force / Hill

Air Force Base, local flight schools from Salt Lake and Provo, Skydivers and others.  The committee, including

the UGAA representatives, felt that the proposal submitted to the FAA embodied numerous beneficial changes

and, if implemented, will make our Class B airspace easier to understand and use as well as provide an increase

in safety for all.  Please join us in supporting the proposed changes.

Since our last meeting there have been a few aircraft accidents in Utah that have made it to the front pages of the

newspaper.  To the families of those involved in these accidents we would like to offer our sincerest sympathies.

We in the aviation family are few in number and share something that the outside world doesn’t quite understand.

When one of “our own” is affected, we all feel the impact.  Without making any assumptions about the causes of

these recent accidents (as we really don’t have any first hand information), we can learn from them nonetheless.

The aviation industry provides numerous safety publications and courses.  The FAA sponsors the Wings program

and AOPA offers online safety classes.  In addition to the fact that it is always a good idea to involve ourselves

in these types of programs, those who participate can generally get discounts on aircraft insurance for utilizing

some of these resources.  In addition, staying “mentally current” as well as legally current may help us and give

us the edge needed in a tight situation.  I would like to encourage all of our members to stay in the game mentally

whether we fly on a regular basis or not.  Hopefully with continued vigilance, we can keep the number of aviation

accidents as low as possible.

UGAA members will get together in 2011 for several activities.  In addition to the upcoming dinner meeting, we

will sponsor a summer BBQ and will also be doing some fly-ins.  If you have access to an airplane and would like

to accompany us on one or more of these flying activities, feel free to contact me or any one of the board members

for more information.  This is a great way to make new friends and enjoy flying by going somewhere and doing

something.  We will send e-mails to our members in a timely manner with information regarding where and when

these flying activities will take place.  Of course some of these flying activities will include the usual back country

trips we take each year.  If you like camping and the outdoors, this is a unique way to put them together.

I appreciate the members of the UGAA and what they do for aviation in Utah.  In addition, I truly appreciate the

friendships that this organization has opened to me.

Fly Safe,

Dave Haymond

President, UGAA



SAFETY

UGAA Safety Article, Late

Winter 2011

By Wayne Leydsman

CFI, CAP, FAAST Representative & former

Navy Trained U.S. Coast Guard Aviator

Knowledge, Judgment, Wisdom and

‘Common Sense’ in General Aviation

And those Darn Mistakes We All Keep

Making!

Flying activities are certainly down for general

aviation. Fuel costs, the economy and other fac-

tors come into play.  In my opinion, as a result

there is a general growing lack of proficiency

among the population of general aviation pilots,

which does include me.  I only flew 38 hours

last year! And I certainly feel it when I do fly.

I’m catching myself missing things, making

small errors. I need that brush up training. And

I know it! Luckily, I’m in the Civil Air Patrol,

where annual or more frequent, proficiency

flights or evaluation/check flights are required

in order to fly their aircraft.

When you know a TEST is coming up, what do

we usually do? We study, blow the dust off the

regulations, and prepare the best we can, and

still there is that flutter in our stomachs.  I have

given a few flight reviews and I tell the pilot

what I generally expect before we even begin to

fly. One nice thing, not only is that helping the

pilot brush up in order to get that endorsement

put into his log, it helps me as the Instructor/

’Check Pilot’ do the same.  I find if a pilot can

do the ground portion fairly well, he will usually

be found to be safe in the air, but just may need

some skill/confidence practice to knock the rust

off.  Is a two year Flight Review enough for

those pilots over 400 hours? In some cases it is

not, and I admit that. These pilots are those who

do find themselves in trouble in one form or an-

other.  On the other side of the coin, I have flow

with some pilots that can certainly out fly me.

They work to remain proficient, both on the

ground and in the air. So, the FAA has the re-

revised Wings program, (www.FAASAFETY.gov)

and I encourage all of us to participate. Do take

the TIME to attend Safety Seminars.  I always

remember what many people have said in avia-

tion, “The Certificate you hold, is a License to

Learn!” In reality, learning needs to be con-

stant. Knowledge is power over your destiny of

flying safely. But there is more…

Recently, a friend of mine, a very proficient and

active pilot was involved in a very serious acci-

dent while flying an instrument approach in very

poor conditions.  It was a miracle he even sur-

vived! He suffered serious burns and will re-

quire a long time to mend. I was envious of his

skills and dedication to remain current and to

keep flying. The plane he flew was very well

equipped with the latest gear and was in perfect

condition. So, what happened?  I have my

thoughts and ideas, but in fairness to him, that

report will be left to the investigators, which we

will read about when the findings are formally

made public . My point here is, if it can happen

to a methodic, careful, conscientious pilot, it can

certainly happen to any of us!

Recently while visiting at the Salt Lake City

Flight Standards District Office, I picked up a

nine page publication titled, ‘Evaluating Judg-

ment and Decision Making Skills’.  I was pon-

dering  what  I could write in this Newsletter

that would really be helpful to all who travel the

skies. This publication is primarily directed to-

ward instructors and examiners, but has valu-

able information for all pilots and indeed, these

principles of judgment and decision making are

available on-line through the FAA site, the

AOPA Site and others, and would be valuable

for all pilots to explore when you have a quiet

evening at home. I will quote several excerpts

from this pamphlet. “Good judgment is an in-

tangible component, which enhances safety. Pi-



SAFETY cont.

lot judgment is the process of recognizing and

analyzing all available information about one-

self, the aircraft, and the flying environment.

This process is followed by the rational evalua-

tion of alternatives to implement a timely deci-

sion, which maximizes safety.” And I may add,

reduces the risk of having an incident or acci-

dent. It also states that 90% of general aviation

accidents maybe attributed in part or in whole

to pilot error, including poor judgment. “Pilots

are expected to adhere to the rules without en-

gaging in activities that infringe on the rights

and safety of others.”  These are important

words and should be carefully pondered. “It is

the pilot who must operate safely, legally, and

carefully. It goes on that judgment can be taught

and learned by scenario based training, simula-

tions and reviewing the numerous conditions

that can effect decision making for positive risk

reductions and positive outcomes.

Aviation accidents are usually a result of a term

now known as ‘THE CHAIN OF EVENTS.”  It

is usually not one thing that goes wrong but

many, and can be different, seemingly unrelated.

It could be a health issue, stress, demands, fa-

tigue, a mechanical issue, or bad decisions or

choices made by the pilot in command. Often,

one factor after another until it is too late. Some

of these factors may not be immediately appar-

ent to the pilot, either because of a lack of

knowledge, experience or just knowingly break-

ing the rules, regulations or procedures. Some

of those factors include: (1) Poor aircraft pre-

flight, such as not draining condensation water

from the fuel tanks or not following the Check

Lists, or flying with a known problem. (2) In-

adequate planning, which would include no

weather briefing or an inadequate weather

briefing, or not checking for TFR’s or other

NOTAMs and other information pertaining to

the flight. (3) Poor decision making once air-

borne and enroute, such as pushing on in wors-

ening weather, beyond the pilot’s or the air-

crafts capability, even when on an IFR flight

plan. Get-home-itis, or other pressures to get

there, has been a huge cause of mishaps and

terrible accidents. Don’t be afraid to land short

of a planned destination. Do have an ALTER-

NATE PLAN-ALWAYS! VFR as well as IFR. Do

have a mindset, ’GET OUT, WHILE THE

‘GETTIN’ IS GOOD,’ don’t push on if the

situation is not good and you are getting that

real uncomfortable feeling. Remember there are

‘NO OLD BOLD PILOTS’ and that your life

and the lives of those you carry are important to

everyone.  (4) The act of eliminating that option

for ‘leaving yourself an out’ as the flight con-

tinues. (similar to the comments above.)  Have

an open mind, listen to yourself, and be honest

and frank with your passengers if needed. You

are in COMMAND! Even if your pushy type ‘A’

boss owns the plane and absolutely needs to get

there, no matter what. That is a tough one, you

may be fired when you land, but you will be

walking on your two feet. Better than the alter-

native!

“Pilot judgment training is based on the theory

and practice related to recognizing and over-

coming potentially hazardous ATTITUDES and

THOUGHT PATTERNS.”  So, this is where

scenario training and simulations have played

an important role in helping pilots to better de-

velop their decision making skills. These are

now being utilized on the testing of all pilot ap-

plicants, not only to demonstrate their airman-

ship skills, but to look deeper into the candi-

date’s decision making skills and abilities. Per-

haps this will be the biggest factor in the goal of

the reduction of aviation related accidents.

The AOPA Air Safety Foundation articulated a

five step process for pilot decision making. They

are: (1) Recognize changes that affect flight

outcome. For example, you are flying cross

country at night and you experience an alterna-

tor failure. What is the problem? What do I need

to do?  (2) Assess risks involved due to changes.

Would you continue to you destination several

hours away or land at the nearest suitable air-

port? What procedures need to be followed?  (3)

Decide what actions would control risk. You de-

cide to land at the nearest suitable airport ,



shutting down all unnecessary electrical items to

conserve the battery.  (4) Take action according

to the decisions reached. You check your chart

and or GPS for the nearest suitable airport and

make the appropriate course changes, expecting

to conserve the battery, check terrain, until you

arrive at the airport and turn on the radio to ac-

tivate runway lighting or speak to the tower.

You may decide to declare an EMERGENCY!

(5) Monitor the effective actions. Attempt to re-

cycle the alternator. It may work for a short

while but go off line again. Decide to stick to

your initial plan to land and have repairs made

in the morning. It may be a chilly night parked

out in the plane on the ground if the airport is

unattended at night, so be it. Be prepared, and

know you are safe on the ground. We don’t live

in a perfect world. “Better to be on the ground,

than being in the air wishing you were on the

ground!”

The FAA’s pamphlet closes with the following

comment: “…Pilot judgment involves one’s atti-

tude toward risk taking and one’s ability to

evaluate risks, while making decisions based on

one’s knowledge, skills, and experience. A

judgment decision always involves a problem or

a choice, an unknown element (usually a time

constraint) and stress…“

Wisdom comes with experience and age, and we

know that we can make errors and mistakes,

perhaps more so than when we were younger,

but we are much better at avoiding those prob-

lems and can make the best or most correct and

wisest decisions. The common sense part also

comes with training, knowledge and experience

and it is a component of wisdom. Common sense

occurs when that little voice inside our head

tells us that potential problems lie ahead, and if

things don’t change soon, they could get worse.

With wisdom. We can foresee a short way into

the future. Wisdom allows us to acknowledge

that, be prepared with a plan, and take the ap-

propriate corrective actions before the next

‘Link in the Chain’ is broken.

Spring is fast approaching, with its changeable

conditions. We have ourselves to brush up, and

also our aircraft may need special attention, es-

pecially if they have been dormant during the

winter.  Please do find time to improve and re-

fresh your aviation skills and look forward to a

FUN and SAFE flying season ahead. If you are

rusty, do find an instructor and brush up on

those basic airmanship skills, read the regula-

tions that pertain to your type of flight opera-

tions, look through the AIM, work on the Wing’s

Program.

Also, I’d be happy to fly with you. Thirty-eight

hours a year for an instructor is not good! My

fees are reasonable. Free! Just buy me lunch

and we will sit down and chat. I do expect that

you will do some studying on your own!  Start

on the Wing’s Program again. Many of us JUST

NEED TO DO IT!

SAFETY cont.

CLASS B AIRSPACE meeting

VENUES

CALENDAR

FEB.3 DINNER MEETING

26 JAN. OGDEN

1 FEB. SALT LAKE CITY

3 FEB. PROVO

25 JUN. WEND AIR SHOW



PAT’S CORNER

Ed’s note.. Pat Morley is Director of

Utah Division of Aeronautics

The biggest news to share with UGAA membership is the St. George replacement airport is

now officially open! The formal ribbon cutting ceremony was held on Wednesday, January

12, 2011. It’s a beautiful facility that will serve southern Utah for many years to come. Built

on 1,200 acres (nearly five times the size of the existing airport), the new airport has a

6,500 foot runway with a north – south orientation (Rwy 19-01), two 50 foot wide parallel

taxiways, meets all current FAA safety standards to accommodate regional jet, Boeing 737

and Airbus 319 aircraft. It has an LDA, VOR and RNAV (GPS) approaches. Many of us will

miss the challenge of a good cross wind landing at the “old” airport, while others will wel-

come the economic development the new airport will support as Southern Utah continues to

grow.

It’s the middle of winter here in Salt Lake City. A weekend getaway flight to St. George is a

perfect opportunity to escape the cold, enjoy some warmer weather and check out the new

airport. Transient parking is on the east side of the airport, north of the ARFF building

(which is just north of the airline terminal building). Fuel trucks are there to serve you. Un-

til an FBO facility is built, Airport Operations will provide shuttle service between transient

parking and the airline terminal, free of charge. Just give them a call on 122.8. Be sure to

take a tour of the beautiful airline terminal building. It’s a first class facility! Car rentals

are also available at the terminal.

The “old” airport in now officially closed. Aircraft may NO LONGER LAND at the “old”

airport. To accommodate aircraft still parked at the “old” airport, the City of St. George

has established a short window of time when aircraft may still take off from the “old” air-

port. Departures are now restricted to daytime, VFR operations only.

Speaking of winter flying, I’d like to remind you of a specific hazard: Spatial Disorientation.

Safe VFR departures on dark nights require instrument flying skills. It doesn’t matter if you

have an instrument rating or not. All pilots are subject to spatial disorientation. It’s a

common problem in aviation and a well-recognized cause of accidents – often fatal. Have

you ever departed Wendover airport on a dark, moonless night? It’s a perfect place to ex-

perience spatial disorientation.

A pilot normally determines an aircraft’s attitude by reference to external cues, the most

important of which is the natural horizon. However, if such cues are limited or non-existent

(due to darkness or poor weather), flight instruments must be used. There are three sensory

systems involved in spatial orientation: eyes, inner ear, and what flight surgeons call the

proprioceptive system (whicht provides what is usually referred to as “seat of the pants”

information). Our visual system provides nearly 80% of sensory information for orientation.

Without it, the other two systems must provide all the information. For this reason, the ma-

jority of spatial disorientation accidents occur at night or in poor weather. Understand how

to manage the risk, and then safely enjoy your night flying!

I encourage all pilots to educate themelves on the hazards of night flying and to schedule

some instruction whth a qualiified CFI.

Safe Flying....Pat



I first met Bill Shepard sometime back before the dawn of time when I was Director of Emer-

gency Services for the Utah Wing of the Civil Air Patrol.  A friendly, grandfatherly, but quiet

fellow, Bill was a Mission Pilot, Mission Coordinator, and Wing Chaplain (that’s the guy who

gets to meet with the family of the missing and explain to them that their loved one will not be

coming back).  So one late night we were in the Emergency Operations Center waiting for

crews to get back and we started talking.  “What do you do?”, I asked.  “I work for Delta” the

reply.  “So what do you do?”  “Oh I fly”.  “What do you fly?”  “Right now I am flying second

seat on a 767”.  Well come to find out he was also a Captain on 727s and 737s.  “How did

you get into it?” I asked.  “I flew fighters in Vietnam”.  After some impressive flying in ‘Nam

(where he received the distinguished flying cross), he later instructed in the T-38, flew O2-As

in the Panama Canal Zone, flew F-4s in Korea and was attached to NATO in Europe flying

A-10s  and watching over the nuclear weapons.  Just goes to show that when you got it all, you

don’t need to brag.  Herewith the bio that Bill wrote up:

Biographical Sketch

C.W. (Bill) Shepard

Born during World War II in San Diego, California, and growing up witnessing the

flurry of postwar aviation progress in that region, becoming a fighter pilot was a ca-

reer goal from earliest memory.

At 17, a good after school job allowed for weekly flying lessons at the, then new, Palo-

mar Airport near Carlsbad - an underpowered, even at sea level, Aeronca 7AC - at $7

an hour wet ($5/hr. instructor).  Not bad for 1961.

Completed the Private Pilot check ride as a BYU freshman at the partially completed

Lehi-Carter airport with Vern Carter.

Finally completed a BA in BS in 1968 along with a 2nd Lt’s commission in the Air

Force through ROTC.

Awarded Air Force Pilot wings in Jul 1969 at Vance AFB, OK.

After training at Luke AFB, AZ, flew a combat tour in the F-100 Super Sabre at Tuy

Hoa AB and Phan Rang AB, Republic of Vietnam. 114 missions consisting of mostly

close air support for Army/Marine units as well as Special Forces units and camps, in-

terdiction against NVA units and transportation systems throughout Laos and Cambo-

dia (during 1970, there was yet another bombing pause over North Vietnam).

1971-1973: T-38 Talon Instructor Pilot - Reese AFB, Lubbock, TX.  Dirt Storm/

Tornado Central.

!973 -1976: O2-A  (Super Skymaster) Howard AFB, Panama Canal Zone. FAC, Special

BILL SHEPARD RESUME



Operations, ALO to Airborne Task Force Central America, etc.

1976 - 1978: F-4 Phantom II training at Luke, then assignment to the 421 Fighter Sqn. Hill AFB,

UT.

1978 - 1979: Osan AB, Republic of Korea.

1980 - 1982: Hahn AB, Germany

1982 - 1984: A-10 Thunderbolt II, RAF Bentwaters, UK (after a short course check out at Davis-

Monthan AFB, AZ).

1984 - 1986: Leipheim AB, Germany (Det. 2, 81st Fighter Wing - tenants on a German air base in

Bavaria - sweet.

1986 - 1988: Operations Directorate, HQ US European Command, Stuttgart, Germany, big steel

desk.

1988 Retired from the Air force as a Lt. Col

1988 - 2004: Delta Air Lines, Boeing 727 (all three seats), Boeing 737 (both seats), Boeing 757 and

Boeing 767.  Retired as 737 captain, May 2004.

2006 - 2009:  Contract captain/pilot: Citation 500 series.

1944 - 2010: Airport Bum

2005 -2010:  Rebuilder/maintainer/owner/chief pilot: PA22/20, Piper Super pacer.

A few little goodies he collected along the way:

Wife read the previous and noted the lack of medals info.  It’s my experience that decorations (with

a couple of exceptions) tell more about where you’ve been then what you’ve done. Hence, the term

“decorations”. So, with that caveat, these are the prettiest:

Air Force Command Pilot,Distinguished Flying Cross, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Air

Medal (6), Meritorious Service Medal (3), Joint Service Commendation Medal, Air Force Commen-

dation Medal, Combat Readiness Medal (2), National Defense Service Medal, Korean Defense Serv-

ice Medal, Vietnam Service Medal (3 campaign stars), Humanitarian Service Medal, and others.

Should be an interesting talk.

BILL SHEPARD RESUME CONT.


