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LEFT SEAT

I’ve always thought that safety and risk are relative terms when it comes to aviation.  I have

a neighbor that won’t fly in a small aircraft, period.  Other people I know would take a ride

in any aircraft with any pilot at any time if asked.  There are those that perceive small

airplanes as inherently dangerous while others either don’t think about it or consider it safe

enough to participate regardless of the actual circumstances.  I suppose the truth lies

somewhere in the middle.  As pilots we think we are invincible.  Thoughts like “the bad stuff

will never happen to me because I’m the best and I’m careful” might just be the snake that

bites.  Even though we may think about ourselves in those terms, it may or may not be true.

I believe that a lot of pilots, including me sometimes, take flying for granted.  With thoughts

like “hey, I’ve flown this route a million times” or “it’s just around the patch” or “its just

touch and go’s” may lure us into a false sense of security.  The fact is flying never should

be considered routine!

Recently I attended the funeral of a dear friend.  He lost his life in an airplane accident that

occurred in Texas.  He was a pilot but wasn’t flying the airplane that crashed.  As I

understand it, at least two of the three people on board were pilots and at least one was a

commercial instrument rated professional pilot.  I have no idea what the cause of the

accident was but obviously this was not a routine flight and something went wrong.  I have

heard it said that flying is something that is always done at a fatal speed and a fatal altitude.

The previous statement simply points out that if the laws of physics are broken, bad stuff

usually happens.

Please look at the following names.  See if you recognize them and think about what you

know about them:

Scott Crossfield      2 Oct 1921 – 19 Apr 2006

U.S. Navy Flight Instructor, WWll Fighter Pilot, Chief Engineering test pilot / North

American Aviation, X-15 pilot etc.

In part, the NTSB has blamed Scott Crossfield’s death on his own failure to obtain updated

en- route weather information.

Steve Fossett         22 Apr 1944 – 3 Sep 2007

Record setting aviator (several aviation records), sailor and adventurer

The NTSB determined the probable cause as “The pilot’s inadvertent encounter with

downdrafts that exceeded the climb capability of the airplane. Contributing to the accident

were the downdrafts, high density altitude, and mountainous terrain.”

Sparky Imeson        19 Jan 1945 – 17 Mar 2009

Awarded FAA Northwest Region Flight Instructor of the Year for the years 1974, 1979 and

1995

Sparky authored “Mountain Flying”, a pilot’s bible when it comes to flying in the moun-

tains.  From the NTSB report “accumulated 20,045 flight hours before the crash and his

Cessna 180 had been properly maintained”

.



Howard Pardue 3 Feb 1935 – 4 Apr 2012

Reno Air Race pilot and well known air show performer

From the NTSB investigator as reported in Flying Magazine: “After liftoff the accident airplane climbed 100

to 200 feet in a shallow climb before it pitched-up into a near vertical climb. The airplane continued the climb

in an inside loop before leveling out, inverted, about 500 feet above the runway heading the opposite

direction of the takeoff,” then things began to go terribly wrong.

Bob Odegaard           12 Aug 1946 – 7 Sep 2012

Extremely experienced air show performer

In the NTSB’s preliminary report, a witness reported “…Odegaard’s practice session proceeded normally.

After a final barrel roll, the plane started a vertical nose down dive and vapor trails were visible at about 100

feet above the ground”.  The plane’s nose was down 10-degrees when it hit the ground and burst into flames.

Fred Cabanas           19 Sep 1952 – 15 Jan 2012

Expert stunt pilot with over 25,000+ hours

From a local news report: “Apparently the pilot had difficulty landing the plane and the aircraft skidded off

the runway, toppling trees and a perimeter fence”.

I have personally met and spoken with Sparky Imeson, Bob Odegaard and Howard Pardue.  Each one of these

men were great individuals and experienced aviators.  In fact, they were all as experienced with flying as

pilots are ever likely to get yet they all ended up in a bad situation that took their lives.  It is not my intention

in this article to accuse anyone or place blame but I want to point out that even the best can suffer from

making a mistake.

Personally, I have resolved to make a more conscious effort to consider each flight as “special” and will do

my best not to take flights for granted or consider them to be routine.  The bottom line is that I don’t want

to bend my airplane or the people in it.  As individuals and as friends and pilots, let’s be determined to do

a good pre-flight, get good weather briefings, make certain that the aircraft we’re flying is maintained to the

highest possible level, stay focused on what we’re doing while in the air and use sound judgment when

deciding to make a flight in the first place.  The preceding list of practices, which is by no means complete,

should be standard operating procedure for safe pilots.  If they aren’t your procedures, make them so.  Sound

judgment also means not exceeding the limits of the aircraft or our own capabilities and training.

It is impossible to eliminate all risk in life and especially in flying but we can do a lot better job as a group

managing the risks to a more acceptable level.  There is no possible way to stop aircraft accidents entirely

but the key is to consciously stay as far away from the snake pit as we can.

Fly safe

Dave Haymond

President, UGAA
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SAFETY
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Some Tips and Thoughts to Consider to Not Become an Aviation Statistic

By

Wayne Leydsman

CFI, Former Naval Train Aviator (US Coast Guard Helicopter Pilot), FAA Safety Team Representative and Civil Air

Patrol member

Well the big election is over, the economy is still in question and many of us aviating Americans have put

flying on the back burner, especially with this rough winter. The good part is that we are traveling using

the airlines or our vehicles, which are statistically safer forms of transportation in comparison to General

Aviation. The use of the airlines can be a ‘pain’ because of the security regulations, but we have accepted

these changes and loss of some of our freedoms for the sake of reducing the risk of harm or tragedy. As we

all know, we live in a world of risks!

Each day we accept a certain amount of risk in many aspects of our lives. We learn that by following certain

rules, codes and regulations that certain activities are ‘safe.’ We live in a world where many regulations

and rules have come about to add to our security and safety. This includes the buildings we frequently

occupy. We usually have at least two ways out. Building/fire codes and regulation began eons ago. Building

construction and safety has evolved, and continues to do so. Fire alarms, then fire sprinklers aided greatly

in saving lives and property. If a small fire begins, the fire can be rapidly contained or extinguished. In our

homes, which are still made of combustible materials, regulations now require smoke alarms, and even in

some cases fire sprinklers. Thousands of lives are being saved annually. Yet, people still die in their homes,

because they haven’t maintained or they have disabled these life saving features. Still people die in ‘safe’

buildings for the same reasons. Safety systems are disabled, exits are blocked, fire doors are blocked open,

excessive combustibles/flammables are stored near ignition sources, and the lists goes on and on. Yes, there

are lots of rules, codes and regulations, and still disasters occur! Read the newspapers. Many times this is

because of what appears to be the violation of ‘COMMON SENSE, and KNOWING BETTER!’ We can

develop bad habits, we can become complacent or sloppy, we do ‘dumb stuff’ and get away with it, for a

while anyway. Then one day, the mishap, ‘accident’ or tragedy occurs. So, was it an ‘accident’, or was it

an event that we setup ourselves, to finally happen? That is a question we need to all consider, in all we

do.

In a class that I once took on why we have codes, rules and regulations, I learned society accepts an

‘Exceptable Level of Risk’ in all our activities. When a tragedy or multiple tragedies occur, then society

demands rules or changes to reduce that risk. So, it is also in our avocation of aviation. I remember the

story of the first jetliner, the British Comet. It was a beautiful well designed aircraft, so they thought. After

several sudden inflight breakups, where all were lost, it was found the plane had suffered from a design

flaw. Many hours of dogged investigation and testing went into finally finding the problem. Lives were

saved in the future, as the flaws were corrected. As my dad used to say, “We don’t live in a perfect World…”

And we don’t, and it is our job to learn survival skills in all our activities. We operate our cars and learn

to drive at high speeds in our car in very close proximity to other vehicles. For the most part, we do it safely

because we follow the rules. We stay in our lane, have a safe following distance for our speed and the many

other activities that it take each and every day. We have gained knowledge and practice this skill almost



daily. It really can become second nature. We learn defensive driving and develop an awareness of other

vehicles around us. Flying can to some degree be the same, however we have that third dimension to deal

with and numerous regulations, rules, requirements, knowledge and judgment to accomplish this wonderful

mode of travel safely.

In World War I, pilots with less than 15 hours of flight training were sent into combat! In WWII nearly the

same for the British pilots, and many were lost. (US pilots had many more hours of intense training, and

our young men were pilots of bombers and fighters.)  So the moral of the story is, most average people can

physically fly an aircraft and get in the air and on the ground in one piece. It is learning all the rules,

principles and related required knowledge that is an intense ever continuing process. So to be safe, aviation

requires much study, knowledge, practice and the development of ‘good judgment. Yet even experienced

pilots make mistakes. We should learn from them, and sadly often do, when the whole story is pieced

together. Accidents and mishaps are not always simple, but can be a book filled with numerous events,

reasons and failures in judgment, even when that person or even each of us knows better. I believe we all

have made mistakes while engaged in the activity of flying. Many of us have survived our mistakes because

we made the correct decision to correct those errors and broken that chain of events and learned something

that we would never do again. That is aviation. Every flight can be a new adventure.

Reading the annual Nall Reports of aviation safety, which you can find on-line through AOPA, you can find

and study aviation mishaps and accident data and trends. While these statistics show a lot of information,

it is worth every aviator’s time to review this and the many other reports, to make a personal risk

assessment in your aviating activities. We pilots have all passed a certain and an acceptable level of

competency when we passed our written exams and various flight tests. For those of you who are military

or professional pilots you are required to pass frequent check flights. Most GA pilots have just their two

year flight review to meet FAR 61.56 requirements and basic currency requirements. Is it enough? That is

a serious concern these days. High fuel prices, cost of renting and owning an aircraft makes flying difficult,

and true proficiency difficult for many none professional pilots. Also are you studying the current FAR/AIM

for changes. Are you attending aviation safety seminars? Are you flying with a CFI that doesn’t know you,

who can give you a true evaluation of your skills, knowledge and abilities? Think about it. DO IT! Make

it fun. Aviation is ‘simple’, yet complex.

Of late we have heard of sad general aviation accidents. Most were avoidable and others where we are still

wondering how and why the tragedy happened. We have lost friends and loved ones The same sad stories

or themes are taking place. One thing is for sure, Mother Nature and Mother Earth can still ruin our day,

sometimes forever. We still have pilots who sadly, go beyond their limits or the limits of the aircraft.

Sometime they run out of fuel, other times they venture into IFR conditions, when they are not qualified, and

they think they know enough to continue because they “need to get there!” Well, they usually don’t! Many

times with tragic results.

I am far from perfect. I have had a few close calls while serving in the military and as a young civilian pilot.

Having served our Country and in the CAP, and attending safety seminars I have utilized many of the tips

and aids given at these seminars. This is that bank of knowledge and wisdom gained through many years

of flying. Do I know it all?NO! Can I become a statistic? Certainly! It is with those thoughts I begin each

flight. I stop and think. I preflight myself, my aircraft and think of all the possibilities that could happen and

play the ‘what-if’ game in my head. I follow my checklists, I ask questions when I don’t understand a

clearance. I prepare my flight on the most current charts and data. GPS is nice and has made aviation so

much more precise as far as navigation goes, but I’m old fashioned, and still have charts and AFD’s. I like

filing flight plans and keep in touch with Flight Service. I mentally practice those emergency procedures.

I read and scan through the latest FAR’s and AIM for those new updates and changes. When I read of

accidents I’m sad, but wonder what happened. When it comes to my aircraft, I want to know it the best I
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can. I help do the Annual Inspection, assist or do the maintenance with my Inspector. I make sure it is as

good as it can be. Problems are noted and corrected. I wish to be as safe as I can be. Yet, I have still made

those small errors. I have said to myself,”I can’t believe I just did that!, I won’t do that again!!”  A wave

of embarrassment fills my body, which I often felt when I went through Navy flight training and had a

Marine instructor yelling at me, what memories! But the big thing I have learned was to listen to that small

voice in my head, that voice of experience, and that feeling in my gut, that provides a warning that

something is not right, and to WAKE UP! Warning , Warning!  It is then time to take CORRECTIVE

ACTION(s) to stay out of, or to get out of a potentially serious situation. So, let your conscience, aviation

knowledge and judgment be your guide.  But LISTEN! Most pilots know when they are heading for trouble.

Use the many decision making processes that have been and are taught at safety seminars.

Aviation is useful and enjoyable. It does have limitations. The regulations (rules) state that a pilot should

study and learn about all the aspects of his flight. It makes for a more enjoyable and a safer experience and

alternate deviations of trip and/or delays can be coped with much more easily, because a decision was

made prior. That is not only prudent, but very wise. Like the sea, the sky can be unforgiving!

Another closing point that you may  consider, for those who fly on frequent trips , you may want to consider

the SPOT or similar device, where family members may follow your progress on their home computer.

(Check out the SPOT website.) The Civil Air Patrol has the SPOT devices in all their aircraft and it has

been nice to follow the progress of their missions or flights on the computer. Still, don’t forget to file your

flight plan. If you deviate, ensure that you tell Flight Service when on a VFR flight plan. If something does

happen, we want to find you as quick as possible. Spring will be here soon! Be safe in all your activities,

especially when flying!  Be prudent, safe and careful! Till next time. What are your thoughts? Send your

ideas, thoughts and comments to the UGAA website. Love to hear from you.

Pres....Dave Haymond
davehaymond@gmail.com
H-801 571 6561
C-801 209 2575

VPres....Leonard Wojcik
leonard@wojciktech.com
H-801 272 1813

Sec....Betty Lou Manwaring
manwaring@aol.com
H-801 261 4199

Treas....Randy Brimhall
zippie05@msn.com
C-801 550 5285

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

CALENDAR

Feb. 20  DINNER MEETING

Mid June UGAA BBQ
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PAT’S CORNER

Ed’s note.. Pat Morley is Director of
Utah Division of Aeronautics

It’s another brisk winter day here in Salt Lake City!  A quick glance at the calendar reminds us

that Spring will be here before we know it with longer days and warmer temperatures. Yes, the

sky is calling!

Salt Lake International Airport and its associated Class B airspace is where the majority of

airliners operate in Utah, but they also operate at other airports in Utah. Question: What do

Provo, Ogden and Wendover airports have in common? Answer: Allegiant Airlines operates

MD-80 aircraft at these airports. Question: What do Cedar City and St. George airports have

in common? Answer: SkyWest Airlines operates Canadair Regional Jets at these airports. One

final question: What do Moab and Vernal have in common? Answer: Both receive Essential Air

Service from Great Lakes Airlines, flying Beech 1900 turboprop aircraft.

Be extra alert when operating at general aviation (GA) airports where airlines also operate!

Brush up on how to avoid wake turbulence both during landing and take-off.  Large airliners

usually fly a straight-in approach and move a lot faster than small GA aircraft. Be careful not

to make a base turn in front of an airliner causing them to go-around, or follow too close be-

hind and encounter wake turbulence. On the ramp, maintain a safe distance from jet blast! It

can easily cause a light plane to roll across a ramp like a tumbleweed!

At most airports where airlines operate, the airline terminal and GA ramps are separate from

each other. At Salt Lake International, GA facilities are located on the east side of the field,

and airline terminals are on the west side. At St. George, Cedar and Vernal, airports, the air-

line terminal areas are separated from their GA ramps. Provo Airport is a good example of

where airlines and GA aircraft share common ramp space. The secure area of a ramp (in front

of the TAC Air FBO) is clearly marked with red lines. Stay alert and taxi around any secure

area. Do not cross any red lines! The TSA does not take kindly to GA pilots that violate secure

areas. When in doubt, call the FBO on the radio and ask for assistance.

I’d like to address a safety issue unique to St. George airport. GA aircraft based at SGU are

located on the northwest side of the field. The airline terminal is located on the southeast side.

The single parallel taxiway to runway 01-19 is located on the east side, providing easy access

to the runway for aircraft on the east side, but aircraft on the west side must taxi a substantial

distance (approx two miles) to access runway 01. When there is a light wind out of the north,

aircraft on the east side of the field takeoff from runway 01. But in an effort to avoid a long

taxi to runway 01, some pilots on the west side of the field are known to takeoff from runway

19, setting the stage for a head-on collision with aircraft departing from runway 01. With

9,300 feet of runway, a light tailwind takeoff is not a serious concern. But a head-on collision

is! Is it really worth the risk? Think about it.

Safe Flying,

Pat


